
Chapter 1 Questions: 

 

1) Are humans on a sustainable course?  If so, what factors are contributing to 

our sustainability?  If not, what factors are contributing to this? 

 

2) Alternative fuels are beginning to gain much attention as possible solutions 

for future energy use.  What are some examples of alternative fuels (identify 

and briefly explain what they are) and explain why we are thinking of turning 

to them.  HINT:  Think of the terms renewable, nonrenewable, perpetual. 

 

3) As chapter I illustrates, economics plays a huge part in understanding a nation, 

especially in terms of energy use.  Developing nations tend to use cheaper 

fuels, whereas developed nations can dabble in alternative fuels.  Research the 

country of Brazil and their use of ethanol and please explain whether or not 

you think Brazil exhibits a “typical” model. 

 

4) An estuary such as Long Island Sound can easily be enriched by nitrogen. 

This is due to the relatively high population density in the area (Connecticut 

and New York). Therefore, the enrichment could be traced back to numerous 

sources.  As a scientist, do you think it would be easy to trace the sources of 

the pollution, why or why not? 

 

5) Describe the relationship between sustainable yield and environmental 

degradation.  Then, please supply three examples of how you participate in the 

tragedy of the commons.  And, please outline solutions to this problem.  How 

would these “solutions” affect your life? 

 

6) Research a country or region of a country that uses slash and burn agriculture.  

Explain this region and how they use this type of agriculture to enhance their 

lives.  How does this method compare to the type(s) of production in the 

United States?  In your answer, please explain both the advantages and 

disadvantages of any farming method mentioned.   

 

7) Was the Industrial Revolution a good thing?  If yes, explain three ways it has 

ultimately enhanced your life.  If no, please explain 3 ways it has hurt your 

life. 

 

8) Research a Superfund site in close proximity to where you live.  Explain 

where the site is located and why it is included as a Superfund site.  Also, 

mention any progress that has been made on the site. 


