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Introduction: 

 

We want to start by welcoming you to Fairfield Warde High School.  It is our intention, 

as teachers, to supply you with information regarding the dynamic world that we all live 

in.  We are extremely happy to have you in our class and look forward to a fun and 

informative year.   

 

This course description is offered as an introduction to what you can expect in this class.  

We encourage you to use it as a guide in determining what will be expected of you 

throughout the year.  By using the information supplied to you today, we expect that you 

will be able to earn a grade you will be proud of at the conclusion of the year. 

 

What is Environmental Earth Science? 

 

Perhaps you have some insight into what exactly this class is all about.  We are going to 

cover the specifics of this course shortly, but for now we will offer the following 

definition as a starting point…it is the science of the planet Earth and all the cycles that 

allow our planet to exist.   

 

My Goals:   

 

As your teacher, we plan to see that you… 

 --have a positive learning experience. 

 --develop the necessary tools to succeed in this class and beyond. 

 --feel comfortable within my classroom. 

 

How Will This Happen? 

 

We ask that you observe the following rules while you are in our classroom, and find use 

for some of them outside of here… 

  

1) Follow Directions 

2) Keep hands, feet and objects to yourself at all times! 

3) No eating in the classroom (this includes chewing gum) 

4) Be respectful of your classmates (no teasing, swearing, name-calling, 

threatening, or belittling of any kind) 

 

 



Consequences:  

 

This is our least favorite part to discuss as we enter a new school year.  It is, however, 

necessary that we do so that everyone is clear on the course of action we will take in the 

unlikely event that someone chooses to ignore the above rules… 

 

1) Warning 

2) After class conference 

3) Change of seat 

4) Phone call home 

5) Trip to the dean 

 

 Course Objectives: 

 

1) Acquire Knowledge: 

 

--You will gain thorough knowledge of the basic concepts associated with 

our dynamic planet and environment. 

 

--You will be involved in scientific exploration, which will include hands 

on experiences as the basic premise for learning. 

 

--You will use the skills of investigation, observation, hypothesizing, 

measuring, experimenting, and communication to facilitate your scientific 

inquiry. 

 

2) Develop Organizational Skills: 

 

--You will learn to organize ideas and data effectively.  This skill will 

enable you to discover patterns in data, new concepts, and relationships 

between them.   

 

Learning Methods: 

 

--The primary class format will be lab (i.e. cooperative learning groups, 

peer teaching, computer / internet projects and analysis, as well as written 

lab reports and classroom presentations).  There will be lecture at times 

with student debate and discussion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Grading Policy: 

80% of your grade will be made up of summative assignment, while the other 20% will 

be formative assessments.  A description of both is offered below: 

 

 Formative Assessment is a planned process used by teachers and students 

during instruction that provides feedback to adjust teaching and learning to 

improve student achievement.  This assessment provides information about 

student progress and direction for improvement and / or adjustment to a 

program for individual students or whole class.  Some quizzes, homework, 

and some lab reports are formative in nature.   

 Summative Assessment provides information to make judgments about 

student achievement at the end of a period of instruction and for determining 

an achievement grade.   These assessments measure learning at the end of a 

period of instruction after students have had a chance to practice learning. 

Tests, some quizzes, some lab reports, and projects are summative in nature. 

 

****Tests:  All tests will include an objective section (multiple choice) and an open 

ended response section.   

 

****Quizzes:  Quizzes may be announced, or may not be.  There is always the chance for 

a short quiz when you enter class.  The best way to ensure that you always do your best 

on quizzes is to make sure you do the homework assignments.  Any “surprise” quiz will 

be solely based on material you should have covered either in or outside of class.   

 

****Labs / Projects:  Most, if not all, labs will be evaluated through the use of a student / 

teacher rubric.  This will eliminate many grading discrepancies, allowing you to fully 

understand the requirements needed to excel in this classroom. 

 

****Homework:   

 

Any work missed due to illness will be given appropriate time for make-up.  You, 

however, need to approach me to receive the missed work and schedule time to meet with 

me, if necessary.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What You Will Need to Bring to Class: 

 

**Notebook (Three-ring binder is suggested to accommodate all hand-outs) 

**Calculator 

**Pen 

**Pencil (This will be mandatory on tests) 

**Eraser 

**Text-book (Many times you will be able to leave this in your locker or at home) 

 

 

This all may seem like a lot in starting t a new school.  Absorb what you can now, and 

absorb the rest as we go.  It is going to be a fun year and we look forward to working 

with each and everyone one of you.   

 

If you ever have any questions about the class and what is expected of you, please stop in 

to see us.  We will drop virtually anything to answer your questions and open our 

classroom up to you during any of our free periods.  In addition, we are typically at 

school late and am willing to schedule extra help time then.   

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 


