
Research Project (Influential Astronomers) 

Task- you will be presenting a PowerPoint to the class that is focused on one astronomer.  You may 

choose from the list below to pick an astronomer.   

List: 

Edwin Hubble 
Hipparchus of Nicaea 
Edmond Halley 
Tycho Brahe 
Pierre-Simon Laplace 

Nicolaus Copernicus 
Claudius Ptolemy 
William Herschel 
Johannes Kepler 
Galileo Galilei 

 

Research Questions: 

1) Who is your astronomer (when did they live, what was life like back then, hobbies, family, etc.)? 

2) Why is your astronomer considered so important? 

3) Was your astronomer wrong about anything (did their thoughts need to be revised later)? 

4) Can you find anything about your astronomer, their hypotheses, etc. that most people do not 

know (this has to be related to astronomy). 

Grading List: 

Content: (30 points) 
Identification and description of each research question(s)   5  ______ 
Research is of excellent quality and in-depth coverage   5  ______ 
All answers/responses are supported by facts/evidence   10  ______ 
Presenters demonstrate understanding of the topic/questions  5  ______ 
Sources are appropriately documented in a work’s cited page  10  ______  
 
Design Elements: (50 Points) 
All design elements are consistent (i.e. background, transitions)  5  ______  
Use bullets or short phrases (never use complete sentences/paragraphs)5  ______ 
Limit text per slide (no more than 6 lines; excluding title)  5  ______ 
All text is 24-point or larger and uses Upper and Lower Cases  5  ______ 
Easy to read (high contrast between text and background)  5  ______ 
Visuals are limited to one per page and should be big enough to see 5  ______ 
Visuals inform, reinforce, clarify, and make connections to text  5  ______ 
First page is the title/names of presenters    5  ______ 
Information follows in a logical order     5  ______ 
Grammar, spelling, and punctuation are used correctly   5  ______ 
 
Presentation: (20 points)  
All team members contribute equally to presentation    5  ______ 
Presenters DO NOT read the slides or their notes to the audience 2.5  ______ 
Presenters make eye contact with audience and are professional 2.5  ______ 
Presentation is interesting and holds the attention of the audience 5  ______ 
 

Total Possible Points: 100 ______ 



 
 
 
 


