
Unit 7 Open Ended: 

There are fifty species of eagles on the planet. One of which is the Harpy 
Eagle.  Found in Central and South America, its range extends from 
southern Mexico southward to eastern Bolivia, southern Brazil and the 
northernmost parts of Argentina. It is found in lowland tropical rain 
forest systems and, it is endangered.   

a. What do you think is the primary cause of this species being 
killed off? (1 point) 

The Orangutan is found in the southeastern rain forests of Sumatra and 
Borneo and is endangered.   

b. What are TWO reasons why the numbers of this species is 
dwindling?  (HINT:  both reasons should be human causes). (2 points) 

 
c. What are THREE characteristics of this species that would 

make it vulnerable to extinction? (3 points) 

Both species mentioned above are found in tropical rain forests.  While we do not have tropical rain forests in 
Connecticut, we do have temperate deciduous forests.  Interestingly enough, there are very few old growth 
forests in the US, and approximately 95 % of the original forests in the continental US have been altered by 
human activities.   Despite this impressive loss of forest, most of the conservation efforts in forestry are 
directed toward tropical rainforests, where only about 16 % of the native forest has been altered by humans.  
Explain why we see this difference in our attitudes about deforestation in the US and in tropical forests in 
Central and South America by including information about: 

 
d. Rates of deforestation and (2 points) 
e. Causes of deforestation (2 points) 

 
f. Some would argue that the Passenger Pigeon served as a keystone species for forests in the 

northeastern United States.  Others would argue that they served as quite the opposite and 
actually prohibited increased biodiversity.  Briefly defend which of these two thoughts you 
support, making sure to identify why there are two general thoughts related to the role of 
this bird in the ecosystem. (4 points)   
 

g. Identify and explain TWO arguments in favor of preserving biodiversity in an ecosystem. (2 
points) 
 

h. If you wanted to protect the Harpy Eagle, what piece of legislation would you probably turn 
to in establishing regulations?  Why? (2 points) 
 

i. If you wanted to protect the Puritan Tiger Beetle, what piece of legislation 
would you probably turn to in establishing regulations?  Why? (2 points) 

HINT:  Besides being found in between this person’s fingers, Puritan Tiger Beetles are 

only found in the Chesapeake Bay in Maryland and the Connecticut River in Connecticut.   



 

 
 

 


