
Research Project (Influential Astronomers) 

Task- you will be involved in a debate where you will have to present an argument focused on “Why 

your astronomer contributed the most to the world of astronomy, and its development as a field of 

science.” 

List of Astronomers: 

Eudoxus of Cnidus (b. 390 BC) 
Aristotle (b. 384 BC) 
Aristarchus of Samos (b. 230 BC) 
Hipparchus of Nicaea (b. 190 BC) 
Claudius Ptolemy (b. 100) 
Nicolaus Copernicus (b. 1473) 
Tycho Brahe (b. 1546) 

Galileo Galilei (b. 1564) 
Johannes Kepler (b. 1571) 
Isaac Newton (b. 1643) 
Edmond Halley (b. 1656) 
William Herschel (b. 1738) 
Pierre-Simon Laplace (b. 1749) 
Edwin Hubble (b. 1889) 

 

Research Questions to Consider: 

1) Who is your astronomer (when did they live, what was life like back then, hobbies, family, etc.)? 

2) Can you find anything about your astronomer, their hypotheses, etc. that most people do not 

know (this has to be related to astronomy). 

3) Did your astronomer believe in Geocentricity or Heliocentricity? 

4) Did your astronomer use Epicycles anywhere in their modelling?   

5) What was your astronomer best known for? / Why is your astronomer considered so important? 

6) Was your astronomer wrong about anything (did their thoughts need to be revised later)? 

In addition to researching your own astronomer, you will also have to research your “opponent’s” 

astronomer.  This is a debate, and our class is determined to find out who we think was the most 

influential astronomer from the past.  The “Bracket” is on the next page and will updated online.   

Participation in this debate allows you to earn a 10 out of 10 for a test grade.  If you advance to round 2 

and debate, you earn a 20 out of 20 test grade.  If you advance to round 3 and debate, you earn a 30 out 

of 30 test grade.  If you advance to round 4 and debate, you earn a 40 out of 40 test grade.  And, if you 

are the class winner, you earn a 50 out of 50 test grade.   

What do I do if eliminated?  You join the side that eliminated you.  For each successive debate you help 

someone complete, you will earn an additional 2 points on your test grade from this debate.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Debate Follow-Up: 

Astronomy did not stop with the birth of Edwin Hubble at the end of the 19th century.  To follow-up, you 

will be asked to choose a contemporary astronomy (someone who has been influential in the last 50 

years) and write a paper outlining how your astronomer from the debate compares to the 

contemporary astronomer.  In doing this, compare their theories as well as relative influence over the 

field of astronomy.  This assignment will be a 20 point summative assessment and will be graded based 

on the following: 

5 points- ability to explain the background of each astronomer 

5 points- highlighting each astronomer’s major theories / contributions to astronomy 

5 points- complete discussion of why one of the two astronomers is / was more influential (this will be 

partly opinionated) 

5 points- referencing all materials 


