
APES Open Ended Tips 

 

1) You should only print your responses on tests, I do not suggest cursive. 

a. In grading exams, it is much more difficult to read cursive than it is to read print.  

This means that the grader has more a chance of being able to give you the points 

you deserve if they can actually read what you write. 

2) All sections should be answered in alphabetical order. 

a. Sometimes students answer parts b, c and d before a.  So, they figure that they 

should put “a” at the end.  I suggest you skip space for “a,” and then go back to it.  

There are times when the last part is written on the next page of your test booklet.  

The grader is less likely to look for part a on another sheet of paper then if it was 

part d that runs onto the next page. 

b. In addition, with the actual exam, you should answer the questions on the pages 

for the question being asked, and not under another question. 

3) You should make clear statements up front. 

a. When the question asks you to mention two effects of dams on river ecosystem, I 

suggest your first sentence read something like….Two effects of dams on a river 

ecosystem are disruption of fish (i.e. salmon) migration up stream and increased 

sedimentation behind the dam. 

4) If a question asks for a specific number of responses, only give the number requested. 

a. Often times a question will ask for TWO of something, or THREE for that matter.  

You should not waste your time writing every one you know, because the graders 

are usually instructed to not give credit to any past the first two.  So, if the 

question is “What are TWO environmental effects of global warming on coastal 

ecosystems,” and you mention, “loss of coastal land for humans because of 

increased sea levels, flooded habitat and loss of food for coastal organisms (some 

birds), and destruction of habitat (erosion) for animals due to increased severity of 

storms,” you would only receive credit for 1 of the TWO asked for.   

5) Show all work on math problems. 

a. Sometimes you can receive credit just for setting up a problem, even if you do not 

know how to do the math.  So, you might get 1 point for writing “5 x 2 =,” even if 

you forgot your multiplication table and cannot do that in your head or on paper. 

6) Be succinct, but be descriptive.   

a. This is the most difficult, as you need to prove that you understand the topic, 

without repeating yourself or giving too much information.  Typically if people 

ramble on, they will eventually state something that is incorrect, or repeat 

themselves. 

 

APES Multiple Choice Tips 

 

1) Answer all questions 

 

2) If you know a question will take a lot of time to answer, skip it and come back later. 

 

3) If you have a few questions left and know time is running out…choose 1 letter and fill in 

all remaining questions with that 1 answer. 


